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JCAA HIGH ROLLER RAFFLE 

It is now time for the JCAA High Rollers 2008 Raffle. 
We have put together a terrific selection of rods and 
reels and other prizes for a raffle that will be drawn on 
April 29, 2008. This is a major fundraiser for the 
JCAA. The 8 prizes are listed below with a value of 
almost $3,500. Tickets will be two dollars each and 
Club Representatives can get books of tickets to sell by 
attending a JCAA meeting. If you would like to buy 
raffle tickets call or write the JCAA office.  When your 
club representative brings them to your club, please 
help with your purchase. Without your continued 
support we cannot function as an organization in 
protecting the marine resource and angler’s rights.  
Shimano provided reels at a special price to JCAA.  Hi 
Seas is supplying the new 30 pound braid for each rod 
and reel combination.  
 
 
1. Shimano Tiagra TI-30WLRSA reel with a 
    Shimano LCX8MHRSA rod        Value $805 
2. Minn Kota Riptide Trolling Motor 
    model RT 55/SE/L&D          Value $550 
    Donated by Johnson Outdoors Inc 
3. Fisherman’s Headquarters, Ship Bottom, NJ 
    donates a $500.00 Shopping Spree        Value $500 
4. U S REEL 240 SX reel with  
    Lamiglas EXS 722 rod          Value $450 
     Donated by Lamiglas and US REELS 
5. Shimano TLD 30 reel with  
    Profile GL5630 stand up rod         Value $430 
     Donated by Profile Rods 
6. Penn 850SSm Spinfisher reel with a  
    Offshore Angler OMCP11SS rod        Value $300 
     Donated by Bass Pro Shops 
7. Shimano Stradic - ST-5000FI Reel with  
    Shimano Terramar TMS-70MH Rod        Value $280 
    Donated by Shimano  
8. Tsunami TSSD 3000 reel and  
    TFSBC-601MH rod          Value $150 
     Donated by Bimini Bay Outfitters  

Total Value       $3,465 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
March 25th JCAA General Meeting 
April 5th NJEF's Conference Heat Is On 
April 10th JCAA Board Meeting 
April 29th JCAA General MTG & Raffle Drawing 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
By John Toth 

Fluke Report 
 

At our February 26th General Meeting, I asked 
our membership clubs to vote on what options they 
preferred for our upcoming fluke season.  None of 
the options we had to vote on were good, but I 
wanted to learn what our clubs wanted so that I 
could take this information to NJ Marine Fisheries 
Council March 6th meeting where the final decision 
would be made on our 2008 fluke season.  Without 
going into too much detail, our membership was 
almost equally divided between these two options: 

1. May 24th to September 7th with 8 fish and 18 
inches minimum size 

2. May 17th to October 6th with 8 fish and 18 ½ 
inches minimum size 

 
At the Marine Fisheries Council meeting, the 

overwhelming opinion on this divisive issue was that 
if we choose the longer season, we would start the 
2009 season with an 18 ½ inch minimum size.  
Therefore, since we never seem to go down with our 
minimum size, 2009 would most likely start with a 
19 inch or more minimum size if we went with this 
option making it all the more difficult to catch legal 
fish.  This sentiment was not only expressed by 
myself, but many if not most of the party/charter 
boat captains who have the most to lose with a 
shorter season.  We all know that the fishing season 
does not end on Labor Day and that the Fall season 
is a great time to catch big fluke, but, as I said at the 
outset, we had no good options to choose from!  
Accordingly, the Marine Fisheries Council voted to 
accept option # 1, which starts the fluke season from 
May 24th to September 7th with 18" fish minimum 
size and an 8 fish bag limit.  

After the meeting ended, one of the Council 
members told me that even if we went with the 
second option and if we exceeded our fluke quota 
before the October 6th date, which is more likely 

with a longer season, the fluke season could be 
quickly shut down by fishing management well 
before October 6th.  Therefore, we would not have a 
longer season and also we would start the 2009 fluke 
season with an 18 ½ inch minimum size.    

There is one positive development that came out 
of the Council’s meeting and that is we are allowed 
to use fluke ribbons.  However, the ribbons must 
come from a legal size fish (only one fish) and the 
rack must be retained for inspection purposes.  The 
fish used for ribbon purposes counts toward the 8 
fish limit. The banning on fluke ribbons has been an 
additional source of irritation for anglers given all of 
the restrictions we face with this fishery, but at least 
we can use fluke ribbons for the 2008 fluke season.  
 

Welcome is extended to our new JCAA club 
member Fin, Fur & Feather Club from Cream 
Ridge, NJ! 
 

JCAA Fluke Tournament 
 
Mark your calendars for our upcoming and exciting 
14th Annual Fluke Tournament that will start on 
June 14th (Saturday) and conclude on June 20th 
(Friday) with our Awards Ceremony that will be 
held at the Trump Marina Hotel Casino in 
Atlantic City. There are loads of prizes to be won 
from 12 different ports and our many tournament 
sponsors provide numerous door prizes at the Trump 
casino.  Last year, approximately 1,500 anglers and 
their friends showed up for the Awards Ceremony in 
the Ballroom of the Trump Marina Hotel Casino.  
All those who show up at he Trump Casino have an 
opportunity to not only walk home with door prizes, 
but also have an automatic entry to win a nice 
fishing boat!  The Awards Ceremony at the Trump 
Casino is not to be missed for a great time and many 
fishing prizes.  More details on our JCAA Fluke 
Tournament are on our web site and you can win the 
fishing boat and the many prizes by entering in our 
Fluke Tournament.  So get in the game and the best 
of luck to you and your fishing buddies!  

The information and applications on this 
year’s Tournament are posted on our web site.  
Canyon Gear did an excellent job in designing this 
year’s Fluke Tournament T-shirt and I will imagine 
that they will sell out this year. The shirt art and 
order form are also on web site (www.jcaa.org).  
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SUPPORT THE ARTIFICIAL 
REEF PROGRAM 

Please send similar letters to your 
state senator and to Senate President 
Richard Codey so we can get the pots 
off your reefs. 
More information about Pots Off the Reefs at 
http://www.njreefrescue.com/ or http://www.jcaa.org/ 
newspaper archives  
 
Dear Senator, 
 
I am writing to request your support in moving Senate 
Bill 336, which prohibits the use of traps on artificial 
reefs, up for a vote before the full Senate, and also for 
your vote in favor of this bill. This bill was passed 
favorably out of the Senate Environment Committee on 
February 21, 2008 without a vote against it. Moreover, 
last session’s bill, S2635, was unanimously passed out of 
committee and it was also unanimously passed when 
voted on by the Senate.  
 
New Jersey’s artificial reef system is one of the nation’s 
most successful reef building programs. Though it 
occupied just 0.3 percent of the sea floor off New Jersey’s 
coast, a 2000 study by the state’s Division of Fish and 
Wildlife revealed that 20 percent of New Jersey’s 
recreationally landed fish come from the state’s 15 reefs. 
As even more and more severe fisheries restrictions are 
being placed on New Jersey’s 800,000 anglers and the 
more than 500,000 out-of-state anglers who fish New 
Jersey’s waters, the reef sites have become even more 
important to the state’s recreational anglers. In the case of 
summer flounder, aka fluke, the reefs provide the best 
opportunity for most recreational anglers who target fluke 
to catch at least one that meets the new minimum size of 
18 inches. 
 
The artificial reefs provide a tremendous trickle-down 
economic effect in both shore and inland communities, as 
these anglers support marinas, boat liveries, bait and 
tackle stores, fuel stations, restaurants, convenience 
stores, sporting goods stores, toll highways, 
hotels/motels, real estate rentals, etc. These economic 
generators add $4 billion to New Jersey’s economy, 
$150,000 in sales taxes, and provide for 37,000 related 
jobs. 
 
Another issue here is the very legality of the use of traps 
on the artificial reef sites. According to the state-approved 
2005 Artificial Reef Plan, the intent of the reef sites is for 
“hook-and-line” angling activities. Continuing to allow 
fixed gear on the reefs is in complete disregard for this 

Department of Environmental Protection-approved 
measure.  
 
Furthermore, the continuingly increasing use of fixed 
gear for commercial fishing purposes on New Jersey’s 
reef system may directly violate federal law. For more 
than 20 years, the administration of the reef program has 
been funded by Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish (Wallop-
Breaux) Restoration Funds. These funds are derived from 
an excise tax on recreational fishing purchases, and as a 
“user pay, user benefit” program, federal law requires that 
these funds be used to benefit recreational fisheries. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Federal Assistance 
Toolkit, Part 521, Section 2.9 lists ineligible activities for 
the use of these funds, with paragraph C specifically 
disallowing their use for “Providing services or property 
of material value to individuals or groups for commercial 
purposes or to benefit such individuals or groups.”   
Violation of these rules is subject to repayment of funds. 
 
The majority of states that have artificial reef programs, 
including New York, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida, have identified traps as incompatible with 
their reef programs and no longer allow traps on their 
reefs.  Furthermore, the removal of traps has been 
supported federally by classifying artificial reefs in 
federal waters for a number of those states as Special 
Management Zones (SMZs), restricting the use of traps 
on those sites. 
 
The issues are clear and the precedent has been set:  Traps 
are not compatible with the purpose or the laws governing 
New Jersey’s artificial reefs.  I look forward to your 
support in enforcing this mandate and voting for Bill 
S336.  I would be most appreciative of your assistance on 
this bill. 

Sincerely, 
 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT & 
LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

By Thomas Fote 

 
This has been an interesting month for fisheries 
management.  New Jersey was notified that unless 
we come into compliance on April 1st with the 
ASMFC management plan for tautog, the fishery 
will be closed.  From what I have been told, NJ plans 
to get into compliance as quickly as possible.  The 
2008 Summer Flounder regulations were approved 
by NJ Marine Fisheries Council for the 18 inch 
Memorial Day weekend until Labor Day weekend 

http://www.njreefrescue.com/
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with an 8 fish bag limit.  There were also reductions 
in scup and seabass.  It has been a long time since I 
have actually been able to report a relaxing of 
regulations.  It is a real shame with stocks, some 
larger than they have been in 25 years, that all we 
see is reductions.  Sometimes I feel that certain 
groups and the federal government are out to destroy 
the recreational fishing industry.  Maybe that is just 
my paranoia but events keep reinforcing that view.  
Thousands of people in the recreational fishing 
industry are losing jobs and pay checks.  In a bad 
economy we can’t afford these losses.  People need 
to start rethinking how we manage our resources.  
Remember, the original Magnusson/Stevens Act was 
passed to insure sustainable commercial and 
recreational fisheries, not put anyone out of business.  
But “out of business” is the result due to the 
interpretation of the law by NMFS.   
 

UPDATE ON SUMMER FLOUNDER 
RESEARCH 

Partnership for Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Science Inc. 
(PFMAFS) lost the services of Dr. Brian Rothschild 
when he was selected to chair the Scientific and 
Statistical Committee for the MidAtlantic Council.  
The MidAtlantic Council made an excellent choice 
and we expect his service there to help deal with 
summer flounder and other fisheries stocks.  We are 
still seeking a replacement for PFMAFS.  Save Our 
Summer Flounder Fisheries Foundation hired Dr. 
Mark Maunder to provide the same services for their 
organization.  SSFFF has assured us that since they 
are members of PFMAFS, Dr.  Maunder will work 
with PFMAFS and help fill the gap left by the 
departure of Dr. Rothschild.   
 
The next meeting of the Benchmark Stock 
Assessment Working Group will be in April and we 
will receive an update from Bruce Freeman.   
 

POTS OFF THE REEFS LEGISLATION 
As you read in the President’s column, the Pots Off 
The Reefs Bill was moved from the Senate 
Environmental Committee and we are hoping for a 
speedy vote by the entire Senate.  After the Senate 
hearing, JCAA and RFA was sent a letter by Garden 
State Seafood asking for a compromise.  Reef 
Rescue, the coalition group for legislation, held a 
meeting on Monday, March 10th and, after lengthy 
discussion, there is no viable compromise to the 
existing legislation.  We had many meetings with the 

commercial fishermen during the last few years and 
recognize this is an issue on which we will not agree.  
This is an issue similar to removing the Menhaden 
boats from state waters.  The Menhaden boats are 
now working in federal waters and the spatial 
conflicts have been removed.  The Pots off the Reefs 
bill is really another spatial conflict.  The pots are 
not conducive to allowing recreational fishing to 
occur in the same space.  The reefs were created for 
recreational use with recreational money.  The 
approved reef plan for New Jersey calls for 
recreational use of these reefs.  The Senate needs to 
abide by the plan and the federal law and move the 
pots, both recreational and commercial, off the reefs.  
There are miles and miles of ocean where those pots 
can be placed.   
 

Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs bills 
This legislation also moved through the Senate 
Environmental Committee at the same meeting.  
Unlike Pots off Reefs, this legislation now moved to 
the Senate Appropriations Committee.  I have 
spoken with Chairwoman Barbara Buono and the 
ranking Republican, Senator Leonard Lance, and 
have asked for a speedy hearing on this legislation.  
With the appropriations process for the new budget, I 
am not sure when the bill will be posted.  This bill 
does not require new money but uses existing money 
that is not being spent in another way.  We also need 
for the Assembly Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee to hear this bill before it moves to their 
Appropriations Committee.  There is plenty of 
information about this bill in the last three 
newspapers archived on our webpage.  If you have 
any questions, please email me at tfote@jcaa.org.   
 

DRUGS DOWN THE DRAIN 
On Monday, March 10th, the AP published an 
investigative report on the drugs we find in our 
drinking water.  The article is included below.  The 
timing couldn’t have been better since JCAA and I 
have been pushing for legislative hearings at the both 
the state and federal level on this issue.  We are 
working with our legislators to introduce legislation 
to deal with expired drugs.  Senator Lautenberg’s 
Office is scheduling hearings on this issue soon and 
the Congressional Fisheries Subcommittee is also 
scheduling hearings in either May or June.  It has 
taken many years to create this problem and there is 
no quick fix.  But the sooner we get started, the 

mailto:tfote@jcaa.org
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sooner we will develop a plan to deal with this 
problem.   
 
I am constantly surprised with how little people 
actually know about this issue despite the growing 
number of articles and studies on this issue.  I am 
creating a library of studies and papers and will soon 
have the information available on our webpage.  If 
you find any studies or articles that are relevant, 
please send them to me at tfote@jcaa.org.   
 
On April 5th, I will be moderating a panel discussion 
on this topic for the NJ Environmental Federation 
Annual Conference.  See the information below.  I 
will be joined by Dr. Anne McElroy who is 
conducting the winter flounder in Jamaica Bay 
study.  She found 9:1, 10:1, and 11:1 female to male 
relationships with the one male having female genes.  
We will also have someone from DEP discussing the 
drinking water quality issue.  The focus of the 
conference is global warming and there will be many 
other workshops.  Registration information is 
included below.   

 
NJ ENVIRONMENTAL FEDERATION 

CONFERENCE 
New Jersey Environmental Federation’s 22nd Annual 
Conference will be held on Saturday April 5, 2008.  
There will be many workshops focusing on global 
warming.  I will be moderating a panel discussion on 
the impact of drugs and other endocrine disruptors 
that are increasingly in our environment and causing 
multiple problems.  The information about the 
conference is below.  Hope to see you there.   
The Heat is On! 
Register for NJEF's 22nd Annual Conference!  
Saturday, April 5, 2008, 8 am - 5 pm  
Rutgers University School of Law, Newark, NJ 
 
Governor Corzine invited keynote speaker. 
Mayor's Plenary on Public Health, Global Warming, 
and Environmental Justice 
Workshops will feature Children's Health, Clean 
Water, Global Warming, Healthy Towns & Schools, 
Environmental Justice, Green Jobs/Green Economy, 
Keeping Drugs out of Drinking Water 
Breakfast, lunch, and reception with key political 
leaders provided 
 

Cost: $30 per person, $25 for registering before 
March 15, $25 for groups of 5 or more (per person), 
$15 for students 
 
Register 
By Phone: Call Jenny Vickers at 732-280-8988  
By Mail: Print out our Registration Form and mail in 
to address listed on form.  
Online: 
http://cleanwateraction.org/njef/conference08.html
   
AP Probe Finds Drugs in Drinking Water 
By JEFF DONN, MARTHA MENDOZA 

and JUSTIN PRITCHARD, 
Associated Press Posted: 2008-03-09 

12:50:00 
 

A vast array of pharmaceuticals - including 
antibiotics, anti-convulsants, mood stabilizers and 
sex hormones - have been found in the drinking 
water supplies of at least 41 million Americans, an 
Associated Press investigation shows. 

To be sure, the concentrations of these 
pharmaceuticals are tiny, measured in quantities of 
parts per billion or trillion, far below the levels of a 
medical dose. Also, utilities insist their water is safe. 

But the presence of so many prescription 
drugs - and over-the-counter medicines like 
acetaminophen and ibuprofen - in so much of our 
drinking water is heightening worries among 
scientists of long-term consequences to human 
health. 

In the course of a five-month inquiry, the AP 
discovered that drugs have been detected in the 
drinking water supplies of 24 major metropolitan 
areas - from Southern California to Northern New 
Jersey, from Detroit to Louisville, Ky. 

Water providers rarely disclose results of 
pharmaceutical screenings, unless pressed, the AP 
found. For example, the head of a group representing 
major California suppliers said the public "doesn't 
know how to interpret the information" and might be 
unduly alarmed. 

How do the drugs get into the water? 
People take pills. Their bodies absorb some 

of the medication, but the rest of it passes through 
and is flushed down the toilet. The wastewater is 
treated before it is discharged into reservoirs, rivers 
or lakes. Then, some of the water is cleansed again at 
drinking water treatment plants and piped to 

mailto:tfote@jcaa.org
http://cleanwateraction.org/njef/conference08.html
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consumers. But most treatments do not remove all 
drug residue. 

And while researchers do not yet understand 
the exact risks from decades of persistent exposure 
to random combinations of low levels of 
pharmaceuticals, recent studies - which have gone 
virtually unnoticed by the general public - have 
found alarming effects on human cells and wildlife. 

"We recognize it is a growing concern and 
we're taking it very seriously," said Benjamin H. 
Grumbles, assistant administrator for water at the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Members of the AP National Investigative 
Team reviewed hundreds of scientific reports, 
analyzed federal drinking water databases, visited 
environmental study sites and treatment plants and 
interviewed more than 230 officials, academics and 
scientists. They also surveyed the nation's 50 largest 
cities and a dozen other major water providers, as 
well as smaller community water providers in all 50 
states. 

Here are some of the key test results obtained 
by the AP: 
 

Officials in Philadelphia said testing there 
discovered 56 pharmaceuticals or byproducts in 
treated drinking water, including medicines for pain, 
infection, high cholesterol, asthma, epilepsy, mental 
illness and heart problems. Sixty-three 
pharmaceuticals or byproducts were found in the 
city's watersheds. 
 

Anti-epileptic and anti-anxiety medications 
were detected in a portion of the treated drinking 
water for 18.5 million people in Southern California. 
 

Researchers at the U.S. Geological Survey 
analyzed a Passaic Valley Water Commission 
drinking water treatment plant, which serves 850,000 
people in Northern New Jersey, and found a 
metabolized angina medicine and the mood-
stabilizing carbamazepine in drinking water. 
 

A sex hormone was detected in San 
Francisco's drinking water. 
 

The drinking water for Washington, D.C., 
and surrounding areas tested positive for six 
pharmaceuticals. 
 

Three medications, including an antibiotic, 
were found in drinking water supplied to Tucson, 
Ariz. 
 

The situation is undoubtedly worse than 
suggested by the positive test results in the major 
population centers documented by the AP. 

The federal government doesn't require any 
testing and hasn't set safety limits for drugs in water. 
Of the 62 major water providers contacted, the 
drinking water for only 28 was tested. Among the 34 
that haven't: Houston, Chicago, Miami, Baltimore, 
Phoenix, Boston and New York City's Department of 
Environmental Protection, which delivers water to 9 
million people. 

Some providers screen only for one or two 
pharmaceuticals, leaving open the possibility that 
others are present. 

The AP's investigation also indicates that 
watersheds, the natural sources of most of the 
nation's water supply, also are contaminated. Tests 
were conducted in the watersheds of 35 of the 62 
major providers surveyed by the AP, and 
pharmaceuticals were detected in 28. 

Yet officials in six of those 28 metropolitan 
areas said they did not go on to test their drinking 
water - Fairfax, Va.; Montgomery County in 
Maryland; Omaha, Neb.; Oklahoma City; Santa 
Clara, Calif., and New York City. 

The New York state health department and 
the USGS tested the source of the city's water, 
upstate. They found trace concentrations of heart 
medicine, infection fighters, estrogen, anti-
convulsants, a mood stabilizer and a tranquilizer. 

City water officials declined repeated 
requests for an interview. In a statement, they 
insisted that "New York City's drinking water 
continues to meet all federal and state regulations 
regarding drinking water quality in the watershed 
and the distribution system" - regulations that do not 
address trace pharmaceuticals. 

In several cases, officials at municipal or 
regional water providers told the AP that 
pharmaceuticals had not been detected, but the AP 
obtained the results of tests conducted by 
independent researchers that showed otherwise. For 
example, water department officials in New Orleans 
said their water had not been tested for 
pharmaceuticals, but a Tulane University researcher 
and his students have published a study that found 
the pain reliever naproxen, the sex hormone estrone 
and the anti-cholesterol drug byproduct clofibric acid 
in treated drinking water. 

Of the 28 major metropolitan areas where 
tests were performed on drinking water supplies, 
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only Albuquerque; Austin, Texas; and Virginia 
Beach, Va.; said tests were negative. The drinking 
water in Dallas has been tested, but officials are 
awaiting results. Arlington, Texas, acknowledged 
that traces of a pharmaceutical were detected in its 
drinking water but cited post-9/11 security concerns 
in refusing to identify the drug. 

The AP also contacted 52 small water 
providers - one in each state, and two each in 
Missouri and Texas - that serve communities with 
populations around 25,000. All but one said their 
drinking water had not been screened for 
pharmaceuticals; officials in Emporia, Kan., refused 
to answer AP's questions, also citing post-9/11 
issues. 

Rural consumers who draw water from their 
own wells aren't in the clear either, experts say. 

The Stroud Water Research Center, in 
Avondale, Pa., has measured water samples from 
New York City's upstate watershed for caffeine, a 
common contaminant that scientists often look for as 
a possible signal for the presence of other 
pharmaceuticals. Though more caffeine was detected 
at suburban sites, researcher Anthony Aufdenkampe 
was struck by the relatively high levels even in less 
populated areas. 

He suspects it escapes from failed septic 
tanks, maybe with other drugs. "Septic systems are 
essentially small treatment plants that are essentially 
unmanaged and therefore tend to fail," Aufdenkampe 
said. 

Even users of bottled water and home 
filtration systems don't necessarily avoid exposure. 
Bottlers, some of which simply repackage tap water, 
do not typically treat or test for pharmaceuticals, 
according to the industry's main trade group. The 
same goes for the makers of home filtration systems. 

Contamination is not confined to the United 
States. More than 100 different pharmaceuticals have 
been detected in lakes, rivers, reservoirs and streams 
throughout the world. Studies have detected 
pharmaceuticals in waters throughout Asia, 
Australia, Canada and Europe - even in Swiss lakes 
and the North Sea. 

For example, in Canada, a study of 20 
Ontario drinking water treatment plants by a national 
research institute found nine different drugs in water 
samples. Japanese health officials in December 
called for human health impact studies after 
detecting prescription drugs in drinking water at 
seven different sites. 

In the United States, the problem isn't 
confined to surface waters. Pharmaceuticals also 
permeate aquifers deep underground, source of 40 
percent of the nation's water supply. Federal 
scientists who drew water in 24 states from aquifers 
near contaminant sources such as landfills and 
animal feed lots found minuscule levels of 
hormones, antibiotics and other drugs. 

Perhaps it's because Americans have been 
taking drugs - and flushing them unmetabolized or 
unused - in growing amounts. Over the past five 
years, the number of U.S. prescriptions rose 12 
percent to a record 3.7 billion, while nonprescription 
drug purchases held steady around 3.3 billion, 
according to IMS Health and The Nielsen Co. 

"People think that if they take a medication, 
their body absorbs it and it disappears, but of course 
that's not the case," said EPA scientist Christian 
Daughton, one of the first to draw attention to the 
issue of pharmaceuticals in water in the United 
States. 

Some drugs, including widely used 
cholesterol fighters, tranquilizers and anti-epileptic 
medications, resist modern drinking water and 
wastewater treatment processes. Plus, the EPA says 
there are no sewage treatment systems specifically 
engineered to remove pharmaceuticals. 

One technology, reverse osmosis, removes 
virtually all pharmaceutical contaminants but is very 
expensive for large-scale use and leaves several 
gallons of polluted water for every one that is made 
drinkable. 

Another issue: There's evidence that adding 
chlorine, a common process in conventional drinking 
water treatment plants, makes some pharmaceuticals 
more toxic. 

Human waste isn't the only source of 
contamination. Cattle, for example, are given ear 
implants that provide a slow release of trenbolone, 
an anabolic steroid used by some bodybuilders, 
which causes cattle to bulk up. But not all the 
trenbolone circulating in a steer is metabolized. A 
German study showed 10 percent of the steroid 
passed right through the animals. 

Water sampled downstream of a Nebraska 
feedlot had steroid levels four times as high as the 
water taken upstream. Male fathead minnows living 
in that downstream area had low testosterone levels 
and small heads. 

Other veterinary drugs also play a role. Pets 
are now treated for arthritis, cancer, heart disease, 
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diabetes, allergies, dementia, and even obesity - 
sometimes with the same drugs as humans. The 
inflation-adjusted value of veterinary drugs rose by 8 
percent, to $5.2 billion, over the past five years, 
according to an analysis of data from the Animal 
Health Institute. 

Ask the pharmaceutical industry whether the 
contamination of water supplies is a problem, and 
officials will tell you no. "Based on what we now 
know, I would say we find there's little or no risk 
from pharmaceuticals in the environment to human 
health," said microbiologist Thomas White, a 
consultant for the Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America. 

But at a conference last summer, Mary 
Buzby - director of environmental technology for 
drug maker Merck & Co. Inc. - said: "There's no 
doubt about it, pharmaceuticals are being detected in 
the environment and there is genuine concern that 
these compounds, in the small concentrations that 
they're at, could be causing impacts to human health 
or to aquatic organisms." 

Recent laboratory research has found that 
small amounts of medication have affected human 
embryonic kidney cells, human blood cells and 
human breast cancer cells. The cancer cells 
proliferated too quickly; the kidney cells grew too 
slowly; and the blood cells showed biological 
activity associated with inflammation. 

Also, pharmaceuticals in waterways are 
damaging wildlife across the nation and around the 
globe, research shows. Notably, male fish are being 
feminized, creating egg yolk proteins, a process 
usually restricted to females. Pharmaceuticals also 
are affecting sentinel species at the foundation of the 
pyramid of life - such as earth worms in the wild and 
zooplankton in the laboratory, studies show. 

Some scientists stress that the research is 
extremely limited, and there are too many unknowns. 
They say, though, that the documented health 
problems in wildlife are disconcerting. 

"It brings a question to people's minds that if 
the fish were affected ... might there be a potential 
problem for humans?" EPA research biologist Vickie 
Wilson told the AP. "It could be that the fish are just 
exquisitely sensitive because of their physiology or 
something. We haven't gotten far enough along." 

With limited research funds, said Shane 
Snyder, research and development project manager 
at the Southern Nevada Water Authority, a greater 

emphasis should be put on studying the effects of 
drugs in water. 

"I think it's a shame that so much money is 
going into monitoring to figure out if these things are 
out there, and so little is being spent on human 
health," said Snyder. "They need to just accept that 
these things are everywhere - every chemical and 
pharmaceutical could be there. It's time for the EPA 
to step up to the plate and make a statement about 
the need to study effects, both human and 
environmental." 

To the degree that the EPA is focused on the 
issue, it appears to be looking at detection. Grumbles 
acknowledged that just late last year the agency 
developed three new methods to "detect and quantify 
pharmaceuticals" in wastewater. "We realize that we 
have a limited amount of data on the concentrations," 
he said. "We're going to be able to learn a lot more." 

While Grumbles said the EPA had analyzed 
287 pharmaceuticals for possible inclusion on a draft 
list of candidates for regulation under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, he said only one, nitroglycerin, 
was on the list. Nitroglycerin can be used as a drug 
for heart problems, but the key reason it's being 
considered is its widespread use in making 
explosives. 

So much is unknown. Many independent 
scientists are skeptical that trace concentrations will 
ultimately prove to be harmful to humans. 
Confidence about human safety is based largely on 
studies that poison lab animals with much higher 
amounts. 

There's growing concern in the scientific 
community, meanwhile, that certain drugs - or 
combinations of drugs - may harm humans over 
decades because water, unlike most specific foods, is 
consumed in sizable amounts every day. 

Our bodies may shrug off a relatively big 
one-time dose, yet suffer from a smaller amount 
delivered continuously over a half century, perhaps 
subtly stirring allergies or nerve damage. Pregnant 
women, the elderly and the very ill might be more 
sensitive. 

Many concerns about chronic low-level 
exposure focus on certain drug classes: 
chemotherapy that can act as a powerful poison; 
hormones that can hamper reproduction or 
development; medicines for depression and epilepsy 
that can damage the brain or change behavior; 
antibiotics that can allow human germs to mutate 
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into more dangerous forms; pain relievers and blood-
pressure diuretics. 

For several decades, federal environmental 
officials and nonprofit watchdog environmental 
groups have focused on regulated contaminants - 
pesticides, lead, PCBs - which are present in higher 
concentrations and clearly pose a health risk. 

However, some experts say medications may 
pose a unique danger because, unlike most 
pollutants, they were crafted to act on the human 
body. 

"These are chemicals that are designed to 
have very specific effects at very low concentrations. 
That's what pharmaceuticals do. So when they get 
out to the environment, it should not be a shock to 
people that they have effects," says zoologist John 
Sumpter at Brunel University in London, who has 
studied trace hormones, heart medicine and other 
drugs. 

And while drugs are tested to be safe for 
humans, the timeframe is usually over a matter of 
months, not a lifetime. Pharmaceuticals also can 
produce side effects and interact with other drugs at 
normal medical doses. That's why - aside from 
therapeutic doses of fluoride injected into potable 
water supplies - pharmaceuticals are prescribed to 
people who need them, not delivered to everyone in 
their drinking water. 

"We know we are being exposed to other 
people's drugs through our drinking water, and that 
can't be good," says Dr. David Carpenter, who 
directs the Institute for Health and the Environment 
of the State University of New York at Albany. 

The AP National Investigative Team can be 
reached at investigate (at) ap.org 

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. The 
information contained in the AP news report may not 
be published, broadcast, rewritten or otherwise 
distributed without the prior written authority of The 
Associated Press. Active hyperlinks have been 
inserted by AOL. 
 

Fish, Wildlife Affected by Contaminated 
Water  

By Jeff Doon, Martha Mendoza and Justin 
Pritchard, Associated Press writers 

 
LAKE MEAD, Nev. — On this brisk, glittering 
morning, a flat-bottomed boat glides across the 
massive reservoir that provides Las Vegas its 
drinking water. An ominous rumble growls beneath 

the craft as its two long, electrified claws extend into 
the depths. 
 
Moments later, dozens of stunned fish float to the 
surface. 
 
Federal scientists scoop them up and transfer them 
into 50-quart Coleman ice chests for transport to a 
makeshift lab on the dusty lakeshore. Within the 
hour, the researchers will club the seven-pound 
common carps to death, draw their blood, snip out 
their gonads and pack them in aluminum foil and dry 
ice. 
 
The specimens will be flown across the country to 
laboratories where aquatic toxicologists are studying 
what happens to fish that live in water contaminated 
with at least 13 different medications — from over-
the-counter pain killers to prescription antibiotics 
and mood stabilizers. 
 
More often than not these days, the laboratory tests 
bring unwelcome results. 
 
A five-month Associated Press investigation has 
determined that trace amounts of many of the 
pharmaceuticals we take to stay healthy are seeping 
into drinking water supplies, and a growing body of 
research indicates that this could harm humans. 
 
But people aren't the only ones who consume that 
water. There is more and more evidence that some 
animals that live in or drink from streams and lakes 
are seriously affected. 
 
Pharmaceuticals in the water are being blamed for 
severe reproductive problems in many types of fish: 
The endangered razorback sucker and male fathead 
minnow have been found with lower sperm counts 
and damaged sperm; some walleyes and male carp 
have become what are called feminized fish, 
producing egg yolk proteins typically made only by 
females. 
 
Meanwhile, female fish have developed male genital 
organs. Also, there are skewed sex ratios in some 
aquatic populations, and sexually abnormal bass that 
produce cells for both sperm and eggs. 
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There are problems with other wildlife as well: 
kidney failure in vultures, impaired reproduction in 
mussels, inhibited growth in algae. 
 
"We have no reason to think that this is a unique 
situation," says Erik Orsak, an environmental 
contaminants specialist with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, pulling off rubber gloves splattered 
with fish blood at Lake Mead. "We find pretty much 
anywhere we look, these compounds are ubiquitous." 
 
For example: 
 
In reply to: a broad study still underway, fish 
collected in waterways near or in Chicago; West 
Chester, Pa.; Orlando; Dallas; and Phoenix have 
tested positive for an array of pharmaceuticals — 
analgesics, antibiotics, antidepressants, 
antihistamines, anti-hypertension drugs and anti-
seizure medications. 
 
That research follows a 2003 study in northern 
Texas, where every bluegill, black crappie and 
channel catfish researchers caught living 
downstream of a wastewater treatment plant tested 
positive for the active ingredients in two widely used 
antidepressants — one of the first times the residues 
of such drugs were detected in wildlife. 
 
In several recent studies of soil fertilized with 
livestock manure or with the sludge product from 
wastewater treatment plants, American scientists 
found earthworms had accumulated those same 
compounds, while vegetables — including corn, 
lettuce and potatoes — had absorbed antibiotics. 
"These results raise potential human health 
concerns," wrote researchers. 
 
Blood and liver samples of bull sharks in Florida's 
Caloosahatchee River, a nursery area for juvenile 
bullsharks and home to six wastewater treatment 
plants, are being tested for the presence of an array 
of medications this winter. Of the first ten sharks 
sampled, nine tested positive for the active 
ingredient in an antidepressant. 
 
And in Colorado's Boulder Creek, 50 of the 60 white 
suckers collected downstream of Boulder's 
wastewater treatment plant were female, compared 
to about half of them upstream. 
 

Elsewhere in the world — from the icy streams of 
England to the wild game reserves of South Africa 
— snails, fish, even antelope, are showing signs of 
possible pharmaceutical contamination. For 
example, fish and prawn in China exposed to treated 
wastewater had shortened life spans, Pacific oysters 
off the coast of Singapore had inhibited growth, and 
in Norway, Atlantic salmon exposed to levels of 
estrogen similar to those found in the North Sea had 
severe reproductive problems. 
 
More than 100 different pharmaceuticals have been 
detected in surface waters throughout the world. 
 
"It's inescapable," said Sudeep Chandra, an assistant 
professor at University of Nevada, Reno who studies 
inland waters and aquatic life. "There's enough 
global information now to confirm these 
contaminants are affecting organisms and wildlife." 
 
While some researchers have captured wildlife and 
tested it for pharmaceuticals, many more have 
brought wildlife into their laboratories and exposed 
them to traces of human pharmaceuticals at levels 
similar to those found in water, aquatic plants and 
animals. 
 
The results have been troubling. 
 
Freshwater mussels exposed to tiny amounts of an 
antidepressant's active ingredient released premature 
larvae, giving the next generation lower odds of 
survival; in a separate lab study, the antidepressant 
also stunted reproduction in tiny fresh water mud 
snails. 
 
When researchers slid hydras — a tiny polyp that 
under a microscope looks like a slender jellyfish — 
into water tainted with minute amounts of 
pharmaceuticals, their mouths, feet and tentacles 
stopped growing. While the hydras are minuscule, 
the implications are grave: Chronic exposure to trace 
levels of commonly found pharmaceuticals can 
damage a species at the foundation of a food 
pyramid. 
 
Tiny zooplankton, another sentinel species, died off 
in the lab when they were exposed to extremely 
small amounts of a common drug used to treat 
humans suffering from internal worms and other 
digesting parasites. 
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In a landmark, seven-year study published last year, 
researchers turned an entire pristine Canadian lake 
into their laboratory, deliberately dripping the active 
ingredient in birth control pills into the water in 
amounts similar to those found to have contaminated 
aquatic life, plants and water in nature. 
 
After just seven weeks, male fathead minnows began 
producing yolk proteins, their gonads shrank, and 
their behavior was feminized — they fought less, 
floating passively. They also stopped reproducing, 
resulting in "ultimately, a near extinction of this 
species from the lake," said the scientists. 
 
While the Canadian study was prompted by human 
intervention, similar die-offs have occurred in the 
wild. 
 
In Pakistan, the entire population of a common 
vulture virtually disappeared after the birds began 
eating carcasses of cows that had been treated with 
an anti-inflammatory drug. Scientists, in a 2004 
study, said they eventually determined that the birds' 
kidneys were failing. 
 
"The death of those vultures — the fact that you 
could get a complete collapse of a population due to 
pharmaceuticals in the environment — that was a 
powerful thing," said Christian Daughton, an EPA 
researcher in Las Vegas. "It was a major ecological 
catastrophe." 
 
In November, at the annual Society of 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry meeting 
in Milwaukee, 30 new studies related to 
pharmaceuticals in the environment were presented 
— hormones found in the Chicago River; 
abnormalities in Japanese zebra fish; ibuprofen, 
gemfibrozil, triclosan and naproxen in the lower 
Great Lakes. 
 
Many of those studies refer to the heralded research 
at Lake Mead. There, on a recent morning, Steven 
Goodbred struggled to hold a large wriggling carp 
with both hands. On the outside, the carp looked 
fine, vibrant and strong, but the U.S. Geological 
Survey scientist assumed the worst. 
 
"Typically we see low levels of sex steroids, limited 
testicular function, low sperm count, that kind of 

thing," he said slipping the fish into a holding tank 
and closing the lid. "We'll have to wait and see about 
this fellow." 
 
These carp live, eat, reproduce and die at the mouth 
of what amounts to a 30-mile-long drainage system 
that starts within the toilets and sinks of the casinos, 
hotels and homes of Sin City. 
 
Some 180 million gallons of effluent are discharged 
into the channel each day from three wastewater 
treatment plants. The daily sewage discharge is 
expected to increase to 400 million gallons a day by 
2050. 
 
The USGS and U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
tracked the channel from its origins, before the 
inflow from the sewage plants, to where it empties 
into Las Vegas Bay in the lake. Their findings: The 
amount of endocrine-disrupting compounds 
(including hormone treatments and other chemicals 
affecting reproduction) increased more than 646 
times. 
 
Not far from the mouth of the drainage channel — 
amid the fishing boats and sightseeing tours — water 
is sucked into a long pipe, destined for a drinking 
water treatment plant, then Las Vegas — thus 
beginning the cycle all over again. 
 
Other communities in Nevada, as well as locales in 
California and Arizona, also draw on Lake Mead. 
 
"Lake Mead is a fortuitous worst-case scenario" for 
study, said environmental toxicologist Greg Moller, 
holding a bottle of Lake Mead water he planned to 
take back to his lab at the University of Idaho. 
"You've got the wastewater, you've got the 
documented impact on wildlife, and you have 
drinking water uptake." 
 
Although more than eight million tourists, including 
500,000 anglers, visit the reservoir annually, there 
are no warnings about the contaminants. No signs. 
No advisories. 
 
That's not unusual. Scientists have been finding 
pharmaceuticals in hundreds of other public 
waterways across the nation and throughout the 
world — almost always without public fanfare, as 
documented in the AP investigation. 
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At the same time, scientists are looking for remedies. 
In Las Vegas, just off the Strip at the Desert 
Research Institute, microbial biologist Duane Moser 
optimistically held a tray of increasingly murky test 
tubes. 
 
"We put a little bit of estrogen in here, and then we 
added a particular bacteria, and guess what? The 
bacteria are consuming the estrogen," he said. 
Someday, perhaps, scientists will be able to use these 
special bacteria to clean estrogen out of 
contaminated water. 
 
"It's early, but it's promising," he said. 
 
National Writer Martha Mendoza reported from 
Lake Mead, while writers Jeff Donn, based in 
Boston, and Justin Pritchard, based in Los Angeles, 
also contributed 
 
Synthetic Estrogen Threatens Small Fish 

February 25, 2008  
(From Water & Wastewater News) 

 
After an exhaustive seven-year research effort, 
Canadian biologists found that miniscule amounts of 
estrogen present in municipal wastewater discharges 
can decimate wild fish populations living 
downstream. 
 
The research, led by Karen Kidd, Ph.D., a biology 
professor at the University of New Brunswick (Saint 
John) and the Canadian Rivers Institute, confirms 
that synthetic estrogen used in birth control pills can 
wreak havoc on the sex lives of fish. Small amounts 
of estrogen are excreted naturally by women whether 
or not they are taking birth control pills. 
 
Male fish exposed to estrogen become feminized, 
producing egg protein normally synthesized by 
females. In female fish, estrogen often retards 
normal sexual maturation, including egg production. 
 
"We've known for some time that estrogen can 
adversely affect the reproductive health of fish, but 
ours was the first study to show the long-term impact 
on the sustainability of wild fish populations," Kidd 
said "What we demonstrated is that estrogen can 
wipe out entire populations of small fish -- a key 

food source for larger fish whose survival could in 
turn be threatened over the longer term." 
 
Estrogen is part of a broader class of sex-changing 
chemical compounds known as endocrine disrupting 
substances. These contaminants, also present in pulp 
mill effluents, can seriously interfere with normal 
hormonal processes, notes Kidd. 
 
To better understand the impacts of estrogen on fish, 
the researchers conducted a seven-year, whole-lake 
study at the Experimental Lakes Area in 
northwestern Ontario. Over three summers, they 
added tiny amounts -- low parts per trillion -- of the 
synthetic estrogen used in birth control pills to the 
lake to recreate concentrations measured in 
municipal wastewater. 
 
During that period, they observed that chronic 
exposure to estrogen led to the near extinction of the 
lake's fathead minnow population as well significant 
declines in larger fish, such as pearl dace and lake 
trout. 
 
"Generally, the smaller the fish, the more vulnerable 
they are to estrogen," remarks Kidd. 
 
Part of the reason, she adds, is that smaller fish have 
a shorter lifespan and will often die after reproducing 
only once. 
 
The researchers used synthetic estrogen because it 
tends to persist longer in the environment than 
natural estrogens. Yet the problem with estrogen is 
not its environmental persistence but rather its 
persistent discharge in municipal wastewater into 
surface waters. 
 
Kidd says the risk is greatest for aquatic ecosystems 
downstream from municipalities that either discharge 
untreated wastewater or maintain only primary 
treatment facilities. On the flipside, the problem is of 
less concern near cities that remove a wide range of 
chemical contaminants, including estrogens, from 
wastewater using secondary and tertiary treatment 
processes. 
 
It is now understood, she says, that removing 
estrogen through wastewater treatment can reverse 
the adverse impact of this substance/hormone on 
wild fish. In fact, three years after halting additions 
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of synthetic estrogen to the experimental lake, the 
researchers discovered that the fathead minnow 
population was on the rebound. 
"To me, that's the good news. Once you take the 
stressor out the system, we now have ample evidence 
that suggests affected fish populations will recover." 
 
[note: the study can be found at 
http://www.pnas.org/cgi/content/full/104/21/8897?m
axtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMA
T=&fulltext=karen+kidd&searchid=1&FIRSTINDE
X=0&resourcetype=HWCIT] 
 

 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES 
By John Koegler 

 
SMFC Proposed Shark Management Plan 

ASMFC received a letter in May of 2005 
requesting that they begin the development of an 
interstate FMP for Atlantic Coastal Sharks. NMFS 
stated they believed that coordinated state 
management is a vital step towards establishing 
healthy self-sustaining populations of Atlantic 
coastal sharks by eliminating enforcement concerns 
at the federal and state levels. 

On Tuesday, March 4, 2008 a NJ meeting 
was held to review ASMFC new shark plan. It was 
presented by Chris Vonderweidt of ASMFC. He was 
supported by two NJMFC staffers. This meeting was 
a marked improvement over previous fishery 
meetings. They presented a list of choices being 
considered by the FMP. They gave all attending a 
vote on the items presented from the Coastal species 
shark plan. They covered recreational issues first and 
reviewed the choices for: 

Fishing season:  All present voted for January 
1 to Dec 31. 

Permitted recreational species:  All present 
voted for. 

Recreational anglers are prohibited from 
targeting or retaining any shark species that are 
illegal to land by recreational fishermen in federal 
waters. As federal recreationally prohibited shark 
species changes, recreationally prohibited shark 
species in state waters change at the same time 
without Board action. (The issue of what targeting 
was unclear)  

Fork Length: Voted for option B greater than 
4.5 feet but should have voted for A.   That proposed 
4.5 feet with no size limit for bonnethead or Atlantic 
sharpnose or smooth dogfish. 

Possession limits should be the same for state 
or federal waters. 

Permitted are one LCS, SCS, or pelagic shark 
per boat trip, plus one bonnethead, one sharpnose 
and one smooth dogfish shark per day per angler. 
It was stated that the land-based anglers and boat 
limits should be the same. Most at the meeting felt 
that a shore-based angler should be limited to one 
non-prohibited shark per day. 

NMFS and ASMFC list sharks using FOUR 
species groupings. 

Prohibited sharks: 19 species 
To protect rarely caught shark species from 

directed commercial fishery, the NMFS classified 
them as protected. This list has grown to 19 species, 
leaving only 20 species that are legal! 

Large Coastal sharks: 11 species 
NMFS wants anglers prohibited from landing 

sandbar sharks. Their reason is the Dusky and 
Sandbar look similar in the water and anglers might 
land dusky sharks which have had their numbers 
sharply reduced by commercial shark overfishing.  

Small Coastal sharks: 4 species, all southern. 
Pelagic sharks: 5 species 
The state commercial shark fishery would be 

greatly impacted by the new rules. This took 50% of 
the meeting because there were so many issues.       
Seventeen items were discussed. This new proposal 
applies federal rules to state waters. This makes a 
major difference to southern fishers who harvest 
most of the commercially sold sharks.  

NMFS had a major problem with southern 
dealers/fishermen who had been reporting 50 % of 
their sharks sold as unclassified.  This made Gulf of 
Mexico shark management useless. After several 
years with little results, NMFS finally chose to count 
all unclassified sharks as Sandbar sharks regardless 
of what species they might have been. 

Southern commercial fishermen wanted to 
keep their season open and not report the sandbar 
species which represents over 70% of their sharks 
sold. This finally became effective in 2007. The 
result was the Gulf of Mexico shark fishermen went 
300% over their first trimester LCS quota. 

Sharks value is not in the shark’s meat but in 
their fins. Fins are exported to Asia where shark-fin 
soup is a great delicacy. Shark fins bring big dollars. 
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Most LCS and Pelagic shark’s meat sells for less 
than $1.00 per pound, while their fins sell for up to 
$20.00 per pound. 

There were three different copies of the 
proposed new plan. One was the discussed issue 
package which was 21 pages long. This was a great 
improvement from other fishery meetings and 
covered only the issues where there was a choice. 
Then there was the 175 page version and finally the 
350+ page complete version which covered all finite 
details. 

During the 1990’s, Shark finning had become 
a hot button issue with environmentalists. On Dec. 
21, 2000 President Clinton signed the Shark Fining 
Prohibition Act into law. NMFS imposed their final 
regulations on February 11, 2002. 

This caused me to question what was the big 
deal with shark management?  Any directed 
commercial shark is/or should be illegal under 
National standard #1 of The Magnuson Act, which 
states that fisheries must be “sustainable.” Sharks 
have very limited reproduction because of the limits 
caused by live births. This means sharks can never 
support a sustainable directed commercial fishery.  

Fishery scientist’s world-wide have 
documented that ALL directed commercial fisheries 
have always collapsed regardless of the shark species 
studied. 

Should NMFS be allowed to ignore this 
issue? Environmentalists have yet to take NMFS to 
court for a shark species ruling that will save all 
sharks. 

NMFS informs us that observed shark fishing 
trips are less than 5% of the total commercial shark 
fishing trips. The observed trips, catches and 
landings are reported in the Shark FMP for the 
period of May 1992 to December 2000. 

In the report under Pelagic Longline Gear: Of 
the pelagic sharks observed caught in this fishery, 
the following were observed as dead: 3,647 blue 
sharks, 492 mako, 155 Mako ssp, etc. These 
statistics represent 15.9 percent of all blue sharks, 
30.3 percent of all shortfin Mako and 28% percent of 
all Longfin Mako, etc. of the total observed pelagic 
catch. 

Putting numbers to the observed trips 
provides some mind-blowing data: 

The number of dead blue shark is 15.9% of 
the total catch. So the total catch is 3,647 X 84.1% = 
306,348 blue shark observed caught on less than 5% 
of total shark trips. To estimate the total number of 

sharks caught on all trips:  306,348 blue sharks X 
95% of the trips = 29,103,060 blue sharks estimated 
caught over 9 years. Are there that many sharks in 
the ocean? 

Is this why shark finning was banned? 
Clearly, this document explains why a formerly great 
recreational shark fishery has disappeared over the 
last 15 years.  

The explosion of the North Carolina winter 
Bluefin tuna fishery caused environmentalists to pay 
divers in 2004 and 2005 to explore local wrecks 
where many giant bluefin were caught. They wanted 
to determine if this fisherie’s live releases had 
caused an increase in dead bluefin. Their assumption 
was the released bluefin were exhausted by their 
battle on rod and reel and could die from their 
exhausting struggle. The divers only found dead 
finned sharks around the wrecks, NO bluefin tuna. 
Little was made of this report despite the fact that 
NMFS new shark regulations were final on February 
2002.  These rules prohibited the landing of any 
sharks without fins or fins without sharks. I guess 
rules for NC shark fishermen are different from other 
commercial shark fishermen.  

It is an outrage that so much time and effort 
and taxpayer money is spent on a commercial fishery 
that under the Magnuson Act rules appears totally 
and absolutely illegal. Consider that the cost of 
regulation of this directed commercial fishery 
appears to exceed the dockside value of their 
landings by many times. But then whoever said 
government regulations make common sense? 

This ASMFC report contained several other 
commercial fishing gems. Have they been ignored 
because of political pressure? Have they been swept 
under the regulation rug to avoid closing this 
fishery? 

1-Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, 
the western North Atlantic coastal bottle nose 
dolphin is listed as depleted.  

This stock is designated as depleted under the 
MMPA due to mortality caused during the 1987-88 
die-offs and high incidental commercial fishing 
related mortality relative to PBR. Mortality numbers 
supporting this statement are missing! I am sure they 
can be found somewhere but not in my copy of the 
proposed new regulations. 

2-A Biological Opinion competed on June 
14, 2001 found that the action of the pelagic longline 
fishery jeopardized the continued existence of 
loggerhead and leather back sea turtles.  
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It was stated that: all sea turtle are believed to 
be under population stress and are having difficultly 
rebuilding a sustainable breeding population. 
A NEW BiOp for the Atlantic pelagic longline 
fishery was competed on June 1, 2004. This BiOp 
concluded the long-term continued operation of the 
Atlantic pelagic longline fishery was not likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of loggerhead and 
other turtles but was likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of leatherback sea turtles. How 
can this be legal? 

Would any new FMP be complete without a 
parting shot from regulators directed at recreational 
fishing?  

NMFS included the following statement in 
section 7.4.2.3 which was titled Hook & Line. “Sea 
turtles have also been caught on recreational hook 
and line gear. For example, from May 24 to June 21 
2003, five live Kemp’s Ridleys were reported being 
taken by recreational fishermen on the Little Island 
Fishing Pier near the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay. 
Many other similar anecdotal reports exist.”  
Anecdotal reports from recreational fishermen at 
fishery management meetings are always discounted 
and usually ignored. But what is a good story worth 
if all the facts are not reported! 
 

Swordfish 
Recreational anglers continue to learn how to 

hook and then land swordfish both day and night. 
There was a quality article story in the March issue 
of Sport Fishing magazine. A beautiful 363 pound 
sword is displayed on their cover page. Daiwa 
Dendoh gold reels have carefully integrated electric 
motors into this reel. I loved the reel but their $2,500 
price changed my mind. There was also a recent 
article in Saltwater Sportsman about daytime Key 
West sword fishing. 

Swordfish are difficult to land after hooking 
because they have soft mouth tissue. This means if 
the standard tuna drags settings are used, the hook 
quickly pulls out. This now older swordfish 
population has more fish over 200 pounds. It takes a 
light drag and careful attention to detail to keep them 
hooked. More anglers are treating swords like Marlin 
and releasing them alive.  

I was on a swordfish trip several years ago 
when a 250 pound sword was near the boat but could 
not be coaxed close enough to gaff. I solved this 
problem by grabbing the leader and with the 
captain’s expert boat handling quickly guided that 
sword through the open tuna door into the cockpit. 

As I sat on the cabin steps holding the bill, that 
sword lit up. He kept working his bill closer to me 
even though I had retreated all the way into the 
cabin. I was holding onto that bill in shear terror. It 
took more than an hour to get my blood pressure 
under 180. They are one tough fish! I will never have 
such a problem again! I will turn all my future live 
swords over to Homeland Security. 
 

Jersey Coast Anglers Association 
Youth Education Report 

By Greg Kucharewski 

 

NEWARK BAIT AND FLYCASTING CLUB 
Sixty-seven children attended the Newark Bait and 
Flycasting Club “Hooked On Fishing Not On Drugs” 
and Kids Fishing Night.  Children learned how to 
make a casting can and also participated in a casting 
can competition.  The Jersey Coast Anglers 
Association’s Youth Education Committee supplied 
prizes and “Hooked On Fishing Not On Drugs” 
packets/prizes for all the youngsters.  
 

BECOME PART OF THE ANGLER'S 
LEGACY 

This is something every angler should do to keep the 
joy of fishing alive.  You likely remember your very 
first fishing trip and who took you.  And odds are 
pretty good that it was that experience that's directly 
responsible for why you're still fishing today.  That's 
what Angler’s Legacy is all about – simply giving 
back what you've been given, and making your 
promise to introduce somebody new to the activity 
that you love.  Join thousands of your peers and 
make a real difference.  So, take someone fishing – a 
family member, co-worker, neighbor, acquaintance 
at church or, perhaps, the mechanic who works on 
your car.  Become part of Angler’s Legacy today, the 
group of folks from all across the country who, like 
you, are giving back.  There's no membership fee 
and no obligation.  You're just making a promise to 
do your part to share your knowledge and expertise 
with someone new.  Visit the Angler's Legacy web 
site and take the pledge. www.anglerslegacy.org

 

SHARE YOUR FUN  
TEACH & TAKE SOMEONE 

FISHING 

http://www.anglerslegacy.org/


We need the support of your 
club and its members 

 
Your club should be a member of JCAA and make 
a difference for only $50 a year. Your club will 
have a voice in all JCAA positions that affect your 
fishing future. Your club will receive up-to-date 
info on vital issues each month. 
 

Club Membership Application 
Date _______________ 
 
Club Name: _______________________________ 
 
President's  
Name: 
__________________________________________ 
 
Pres. Address: 
Street_____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________ 
 
State _______________Zip______________ 
 
Ph. # _____________________________________ 
 
Fax # _____________________________________ 
 
Please make check $50 payable to JCAA 
 

JCAA SPONSORSHIP 
 
The JCAA has four levels of sponsorship,  

$50, $100, $250 & $500. 
 

Sponsors are recognized in our newspaper.  For 
more information call JCAA at 732-506-6565. 
Become a JCAA sponsor and help our cause. 
As you can see by our newspaper many our 
member clubs are also JCAA sponsors, if your 
club is not contact us today to become one.  
With all the new battles we are engaged in we 
need to raise more funds in order to be 
effective.  Become a sponsor now and help us to 
continue the fight. 
 
 

Join JCAA as an Associate Member 
 
Only $25 per year! Support the Goals of JCAA 
and receive a subscription to JCAA NEWS that 
gives you the Most Up-To-Date News about 
Fisheries Management and Environmental Issues  
 

JERSEY COAST ANGLERS 
ASSOCIATE MEMBER APPLICATION 

 
Date ______________ New ___ Renewal ___ 
 
Name _____________________________________ 
 
Street _____________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________ 
 
State ______________Zip_______________ 
 
Email _____________________________________ 
 
Check if you would rather receive newspaper by email 
instead of by regular mail. Yes __ 
 
Ph. # ______________________________________ 
 
Fax # ______________________________________ 

 

COMMITTEES & CHAIRPERSONS 
Legislative Tom Fote      732-270-9102 
         tfote@jcaa.org 
Office Manager Phil Celmer     609-693-3414 
          jcaa@jcaa.org 
Access: (North) Ray Marione     201-843-1711 
Access: (South) Robert DeLeonard     732-793-8080 
Blackfish Pat Donnelly      732-295-1755 
Blue claw Crab Jack Miktus     732-477-5184 
Blue Fish Al Marantz     732-280-2643 
Habitat Pat Donnelly     732-206-1407 
Large Pelagic John Koegler      610-687-2208 
Menhaden Len Fantasia     732-872-1862 
Science & Research Bruce Freeman     732-793-7871 
Sponsorship Frank Richetti     732-477-3120 
Striped Bass Ed Cherry    edwardwc@verizon.net 
Webmaster          Phil V. Celmer     philipc@highlandstech.net 
Youth Education Greg Kucharewski     732-840-9197 
If you would like to receive JCAA Email alerts 
email your Name, Club, if you belong to one, and 
your interest to <tfote@jcaa.org> or just go to 
the JCAA Web and subscribe from there. 

mailto:tfote@jcaa.org
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